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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH 
1950 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-PIakerlield. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ashton-in-Makerfield  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  seventy-fifth 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your 
district  for  the  year  1950. 

Introduction. 

Progress  in  the  development  of  environmental  hygiene,  the 
administration  of  which  remains  with  you,  continues  to  be  made, 
notably  in  the  sphere  of  housing.  The  favourable  position  with 
regard  to  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  which  the  township 
enjoys  compared  with  surrounding  urban  areas  still  continues  to 
be  maintained. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  ol'  the  District. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  approximately  6,265  acres  and  is 
bounded  on  the  south  and  west  by  Haydock  U.D.  on  the  north- 
west by  Billinge  U.D.,  on  the  north  by  Wigan  C.B.,  and  on  the 
east  by  Abram  and  Golborne  U.D.s. 

The  greater  part  Qf  the  district  is  over  coal  measures  and 
Bunter  sandstone.  Subsidence  is  active  in  many  parts  of  the 
district,  interfering  with  sewers,  water  mains  and  houses;  the 
selection  of  sites  for  housing  is  moreover  limited  on  this  account. 
The  industries  established  in  the  district  are  deep  and  open-cast 
coal  mining,  farming  and  textile  weaving.  There  is  also  a 
considerable  manufacture  of  locks,  bolts  and  hinges.  Some  of 
the  townsfolk  find  employment  in  cotton  mills,  iron  foundry, 
ai'tificial  silk  manufacture,  the  garment  trade,  and  confectionery 
and  catering  outside  the  limits  of  the  district.  There  is  a definite 
need  to  attract  light  industry  to  this  area  and  other  employment 
to  take  the  place  of  some  coal  mining,  the  anticipated  life  of 
which  is  expected  to  be  fairly  short. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

The  information  under  this  heading  is  supplied  in  tabular 
form  by  the  Registrar-General.  There  is  a slight  fall  in  the 
population,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  be  made  good  and 
more  people  will  be  attracted  to  the  district  with  the  establish- 
ment of  fresh  industry.  With  an  increased  housing  programme, 
this  district,  especially  on  the  west  and  south,  couild  very  well 
become  a residential  area  for  surplus  population  of  adjacent 
industrial  areas. 


Mid-1950  population : 18,940. 


Live  Births — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  

276 

138 

138 

Illegitimate  

7 

4 

3 

Total  

283 

142 

141 

Still  Births 

7 

3 

4 

Deaths  

243 

122 

121 

Birth  rates  per  1.000  estimated  home  population  mid-1950: 
Crude:  14.9. 

Adjusted:  14.9. 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births:  24. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  home  population  mid-1950: 
Crude:  12.8. 

Adjusted:  14.1. 

Maternall  mortality: 


Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  Nil 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births Nil 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births GO 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  62 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Neo-natal  mortality: 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  14 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  Hive  births  49 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  all  ages  28 
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INFANT  MORTALITY,  1950. 


Under  1 year. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 
1 week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

Total  under 
one  month 

Premature  Birth,  Con- 
genital Debility  and 
Malformation  

9 

2 

3 

14 

Bronchopneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteritis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ofll  PV  OP  11SPS 

Totals  

9 

2 

3 

14 

1—3 

months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total  over 
one  month 

Premature  Birth,  Con- 
genital Debility  and 
Malformation  

Bronchopneumonia 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Enteritis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ofhpv  on  l isps 

Totals  

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Grand  Total,  all  causes,  under  one  year  of  age : 17. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  GENERAL  POPULATION 

Males  Females 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  6 4 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  — — 

Syphilis  1 — 

Diphtheria  — — 

Whooping  cough  1 — 

Meningococcal  infections  — — 

Poliomyelitis,  acute  1 — 

Measles  — — 

Other  infective  or  parasitic  diseases  • — — 

Cancer: — 

Stomach  3 2 

Lungs  3 2 

Breast  — 1 

Uterus  — 1 

3 


Other  malignant  neoplasms  9 7 

Blood  diseases  i...  — — 

Diabetes  — 2 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  13  17 

Coronary  artery  disease,  angina  19  8 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  3 3 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  24  19 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 1 4 

Influenza 2 1 

Pneumonia  1 5 

Bronchitis  5 7 

Other  respiratory  diseases  — — 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  3 1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  — 1 

Nephritis  1 2 

Hyperplasis  of  prostate 2 — 

Pregnancy  and  childbirth  — — 

Congenital  malformations  1 3 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  21  27 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  — — 

All  other  accidents  2 1 

Suicide  1 1 

Homicide  and  war  — 1 


Total  from  all  causes  122  121 
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* 1950  adjusted  birth  rate  (comparability  factor)  1.00,  i.e.,  14.9  per  1,000. 
1 1950  adjusted  death  rate  (comparability  factor)  1.10,  i.e.,  14.1  per  1,000. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  water  supply  of  the 
district,  which  is  adequate  at  present;  it  comes  from  upland 
surface  drainage  and  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation  water 
undertaking.  An  increased  supply  will  be  needed  as  housing 
develops,  as  conversions  from  pail  closets  are  made,  and  to  meet 
the  demands  of  any  industries  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  attracted 
to  the  district.  The  possible  sources  of  contamination  are  those 
of  any  upland  surface  water  and  the  working  of  open-cast  coal 
mining.  Reliance  is  placed  on  traps,  contour  drains,  and  on 
adequate  filtration  and  chlorination. 

There  are  2.471  houses  still  using  pail  closets  and  3,387  are 
on  a water-carriage  system.  The  reorientation  of  the  sewerage 
system  has  been  completed. 


Infectious  Disease. 

The  district  escaped  serious  incidence  of  notifiable  disease, 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  accounting  for  the  large  majority 
of  the  cases.  Patients  requiring  isolation  in  hospital  are  sent  to 
Astley  Sanatorium  and  Whelley  Hospital.  The  absence  of 
Diphtheria  will  be  noticed,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  due 
to  the  progress  of  immunisation,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
The  campaigns  for  immunisation  during  the  last  few  years  have 
resulted  in  a high  proportion  of  all  children  now  having  had 
protection,  and  during  the  year  16.85  per  cent,  of  pre-school  age 
child  population  and  0.8  per  cent,  of  school  age  child  population 
was  immunised.  In  addition,  6.75  per  cent,  of  the  school  age 
children  received  a reinforcing  injection. 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  not  practised  at 
the  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox  is  performed  at  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  on  request,  and  there  is  a fair  response. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (except  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  year  1950  after  correction 
subsequently  made  by  notifying  practitioner  or  Medical  Officer  of  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
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TUBERCULOSIS — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1950. 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

rcspiratory 

Years 

0— 

1 

O 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

5 

10 

M5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— — 

20 

2 1 

1 

1 

— — 

25 

3 4 

1 1 

2 3 

— — 

36 

1 1 

1 

— — 

4i) 

55 

1 

1 



65 

1 

_ — 

2 

— — 

75  and  over 

— — 

— — 

— — 

— — 

TOTALS 

8 8 

4 5 

6 5 

— — 

16 

y 

11 

— 

Housing. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  on  the  Rate  book  at  the 
Census  of  1931  was  4,233;  at  the  end  of  the  present  year  it  had 
risen  to  5,368. 

90  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  80  under  Local 
Authority  schemes  and  the  remainder  under  private  enterprise. 
The  number  of  houses  overcrowded  by  the  end  of  the  year  was 
124,  representing  279  families  or  1,415  persons ; 46  cases  of 
overcrowding  were  relieved,  representing  353  persons.  Bryn 
Station  housing  estate  is  nearing  completion,  and  the  erection  of 
a further  317  houses  is  contemplated  at  Landgate. 
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The  type  of  house  in  the  district  is  the  usual  two-three 
bedroom  terrace  house  built  some  fifty  or  more  years  ago ; many 
are  affected  with  subsidence.  It  is  important  to  bear  in  mind 
this  subsidence  when  considering  the  number  of  houses  author- 
ised to  be  built  in  planned  schemes.  Subsidence  progresses  at 
various  rates,  and  the  occupants  of  affected  houses  in  a number 
of  cases  have  had  to  be  rehoused  on  account  of  the  property 
becoming  quickly  dangerous,  interfering  in  an  unforeseen  way 
with  the  orderly  rehousing  of  overcrowding. 

Houses  are  allocated  on  a points  system,  but  during  the 
working  anomalies  have  become  apparent  and  the  scheme  will 
have  to  be  modified  to  give  fairer  consideration  to  tenants  of 
houses,  childless  couples  who  have  been  married  many  years,  and 
to  avoid  rapid  accumulation  of  points  by  x-ecently  married  couples 
moving  into  already  crowded  accommodation. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

The  arrangements  remain  the  same;  the  details  of  inspec- 
tions and  sampling  are  given  ellsewhere.  The  general  standard 
of  cleanliness  in  places  where  food  is  prepared,  offered  or  exposed 
for  sale  and  in  eating  places  is  very  fair  and  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  their  management  co-operate  well  in  carrying  out  any 
improvements  suggested. 

Conclusion. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  support  and  interest  in  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment and  also  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  staff  and  my 
colleagues  for  their  continued  help  in  the  smooth  and  effective 
working  of  the  department. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  A.  FULTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR 

1950 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Flail, 

Ashton-in-Makerfield . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ashton-in-Makerfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1950. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  no  improvement  in  the 
position  regarding  the  shortage  of  building  materials,  and  this, 
coupled  with  the  ever-increasing  cost  of  labour  and  materials, 
has  resulted  in  more  time  having  to  be  expended  in  revisiting 
properties  under  notice,  in  order  to  secure  the  abatement  of 
nuisancs. 


Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections. 

Houses  and  premises  visited  during  routine  inspection  and 


re  nuisances  and  complaints  1,365 

Nuisances  discovered  1,409 

Nuisances  abated  1,289 

Revisits  to  nuisances  2,530 

Visits  re  infectious  disease  40 

Revisits  re  infectious  disease  10 

Visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  exposed  for 

sale  304 

Visits  to  factories  136 

Visits  to  dairies 12 

Visits  re  licensing  and  registration  (Milk  Special 

Designations)  1949  72 

Visits  to  shops  140 

Other  visits  220 

Notices  served  (Preliminary)  444 

Notices  served  (Statutory)  92 

Letters  sent  618 
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Description  of  Nuisances  Dealt  With 

Defective  and  damp  walls  153 

„ roofs  169 

,,  eaves  gutters  and  spouts  160 

„ floors  76 

„ sinks  14 

„ wastepipes  13 

„ plasterwork  180 

„ windows  and  doors  205 

„ staircases 32 

„ paving  in  yards  and  passages  10 

„ chimneys  and  stacks  19 

„ setting  around  gullies  24 

„ firegrates  51 

„ washing  boilers  29 

„ W.C.  cisterns  2 

„ W.C.  basins 2 

„ W.C.  supply  pipes  7 

„ closets  (roofs,  floors,  doors  and  seats)  28 

„ ashpits  (roofs,  floors,  doors  and  walls)  15 

„ pail  places  and  doors 20 

Ashpits  abolished  25 

Dustbins  provided  31 

Overcrowding  3 

Houses  or  parts  requiring  cleansing 4 

Factories  requiring  limewashing  ' 6 

Accumulation  of  refuse  8 

Choked  and  defective  drains  69 

Ventilating  shafts  3 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  5 

Shops  Act  '. 3 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts  19 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  • 3 

Sanitary  Accommodation  Order  15 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  3 

Miscellaneous  40 
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Housing. 

v 

At  the  end  of  1949  the  number  of  completed  houses  at  Bryn 
Site  was  112.  During  1950  a further  80  houses  were  constructed, 
leaving  52  more  still  to  be  built. 

In  August,  work  in  connection  with  the  roads  and  sewers  on 
the  housing  site  at  Landgate  was  commenced  and,  although  the 
weather  was  most  unfavourable  during  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
good  progress  was  maintained.  It  is  hoped  that  the  first  houses 
on  this  site  will  be  ready  for  occupation  in  August,  1951. 

Although  there  have  been  422  Council  houses  erected  in  the 
district  since  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  the  number  of  applicants 
for  these  houses  does  not  decrease. 

During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  action  under 
Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936,  in  connection  with  seven  houses. 
This  number  has  been  kept  to  the  absolute  minimum,  but  each 
year  the  deterioration  of  individuaH  unfit  houses  continues  and  it 
is  with  great  difficulty  that  owners  are  persuaded  to  attend  to 
necessary  repairs.  Both  owners  and  the  occupiers  eagerly  await 
the  time  when  the  houses  will  be  condemned. 

Ten  houses  have  been  built  by  builders  for  private  owners. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  year: 

(a)  (i)  By  the  local  authority  80 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  10 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  (included  under  (a) 

(i)  above)  30 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  (included  under  (a)  (iii) 

above)  Nil 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts  421 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  1,493 
(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 


sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  and  1932  54 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  63 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  7 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  325 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notice: — 

Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or 
their  officers 245 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice : 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  119 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice : 

(a)  By  owners  BO 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  10 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing- 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit Nil 
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4.  Housing-  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at 


the  end  of  the  year  124 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  279 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  1,415 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  19 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  46 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  353 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Five  applications  were  submitted  for  renewal  of  licences. 
In  each  case  a licence  was  granted. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Occasional  slaughter  of  pigs  is  carried  out,  and  the  number 
killed  and  examined  is  as  follows: — 

No.  slaughtered  No.  found  to  be  Otherwise 

and  examined  affected  with  T.B.  % affected  affected 

95  4 4.02  3.1 

Premises  where  food  is  prepared,  offered  or  exposed  for  sale 
received  304  visits.  Although  the  majority  of  the  tradespeople 
are  co-operative  and  endeavour  to  maintain  a high  standard  of 
cleanliness,  it  was  necessary  in  19  instances  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and 
the  Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General 
Powers)  Act,  1938. 

The  model  byelaws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  for  securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly 
conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the  handling, 
wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air 
came  into  operation  on  the  27th  November,  1950,  and  work  was 
commenced  in  connection  with  same.  Each  shop  to  which  the 
byelaws  are  applicable  will  be  visited  and  a copy  of  same  will  be 
delivered  and  the  contents  explained  to  the  occupiers. 


Food  Condemned. 

Tuberculous  carcases  or  parts  

Other  conditions  (meat,  pork  and  offal,  etc.) 

Flour  

Sausage  

Cooking  fat  


380  lbs. 


81 

243 

20 

1 


9) 


14 


Fish  

Milk  

Tomatoes 

Meat  

Peas  

Beetroot  . 
Beans  .... 
Limej  uice 

Fish  

Soup  

Jam  

Fruit  

Rhubarb  . 
Pickles  .. 
Cheese  ... 

Dates  

Cereals  .. 

Eggs  

Oranges  . 


84  stone 
120  tins 

31  „ 

32  „ 

12  „ 

1 „ 

4 „ 

2  „ 

-4  „ 

2 „ 

10  „ 

28  „ 

32  jars 
3 „ 

3 boxes 

25  „ 

4 pkts. 
248 

85 


Milk  and  Dairies. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Under  the  above  regulations,  Local]  Authorities  do  not 
register  dairy  farms  or  producer  retailers,  this  function  now 
being  carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  registered  number  of  dairies  other  than  dairy  farms  is 
three  and  the  number  of  distributors  not  being  producers  is  five. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

These  regulations  control  the  licensing  and  distribution  of 


Tuberculin  Tested  and  Accredited  millk. 

Dealers’  Licences  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  4 

Supplementary  Licences  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  nil 

Dealers’  Licences  Accredited  milk  nil 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 

In  connection  with  the  licences  issued  under  the  above 
regulations,  72  visits  were  made  to  shops  and  premises  from 
which  these  heat-treated  milks  were  sold. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  to  dealers  was  44. 
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-Milk  Sampling. 

Samples  of  milk  are  now  taken  to  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tories, Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester. 

The  number  taken  and  the  results  are  as  follows : — 


Biological  Test  (Tuberculosis)  50 

Negative  43 

Positive  2 

No  result  5 


(Four  of  the  latter  were  submitted  to  Wigan  Infirmary,  but 
no  guinea-pigs  were  available  and  the  inoculation  test  could  not 
be  carried  out.) 

Phosphatase  Test  3 

Satisfactory  3 

Methylene  Blue  Test  6 

Satisfactory  5 

Unsatisfactory  1 


Ice  Cream. 

There  are  three  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice  cream,  and  in  each  case  the  product  is  heat-treated.  25 
certificates  of  registration  have  been  issued  in  connection  with 
the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  in  shops. 

58  samples  were  obtained  and  taken  to  Monsall  Hospital  for 
the  Methylene  Blue  test. 

The  following  are  the  results: — 

Provisional  Grade  1 
„ „ 2 
>>  >»  3 


When  the  unsatisfactory  results  were  received  the  most 
careful  investigations  were  carried  out.  In  some  instances  it 
would  appear  that  the  fault  lay  with  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream  at  premises  outside  of  this  district,  and  in  other  cases 
when  it  was  produced  and  solid  within  this  area  constant  super- 
vision and  the  advice  given  to  the  producer  and  retailer  had  the 
effect  of  improving  the  standard  and  later  samples  were  placed 
in  the  higher  grades. 

It  is  most  difficult  to  obtain  samples  of  ice  cream  from 
vendors  who  enter  the  district  during  the  summer  months. 
Usually  they  only  commence  to  sell  during  the  evenings  and  at 
week-ends,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  submit  samples  to  labora- 
tories at  these  times,  except  by  special  arrangements. 


29 

19 

6 

4 
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Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts. 

Inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  two  new  appli- 
cations for  permission  to  store  petroleum  spirit. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  was  45,  the 
fees  collected  amounting  to  £28  15s.  Od. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

In  November  another  new  Bedford  refuse  collection  vehicle 
was  delivered,  and  now  there  are  four  motor  vehicles  and  two 
horse-drawn  carts  engaged  in  the  collection  of  household  and 
trade  refuse.  Two  other  motor  vehicles  are  used  for  the  collec- 
tion of  nightsoil. 

I had  hoped  to  be  able  to  dispose  of  one  of  the  horses  when 
the  new  motor  vehicle  was  obtained,  but  this  has  been  found 
impossible,  due  in  no  small  degree  to  the  long  distances  that 
dustbins  have  to  be  carried  at  the  new  Council  house  sites. 

The  amount  of  refuse  removed  during  the  year  was  5,297 
loads  of  dry  and  4,514  loads  of  wet. 

The  following  figures  show  the  present  position  regarding 
closet  and  ashpit  accommodation,  together  with  the  changes 
made  during  the  year : — 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Pails  Pails  W.C.s  Ashpits  Bins 

demolished  converted  erected  abolished  substituted 

11  29  187  25  15 

No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system  at  end  of  1949...  3,200 

No.  of  fresh-water  closets  3,183 

No.  of  waste-water  closets  17 


3,200 


Total  Closet  Accommodation  in  the  District. 

No.  of  pail  closets  at  end  of  1949  

Less  no.  converted  29  1 

Less  no.  demolished  11  }- 

Plus  1 privy  midden  converted  1 j 

Total  number  of  pail  closets  at  31st  December,  1950  2,471 


No.  of  water  closets  3,200 

No.  of  fresh-water  closets  of  new  houses  ...  142  1 

No.  of  conversions  29  ^ 187 

No.  of  extra  water  closets  erected  16  J 


2,510 

39 


3,387 


17 


Ashpit  Accommodation. 


No.  of  dry  ashpits  at  end  of  1949  2,128 

No.  of  dry  ashpits  abolished  during  1949  (14  conversions 

and  11  demolitions)  25 


2,103 


No.  of  movable  ashbins  at  end  of  1949  3,296 

No.  of  ashbins  substituted  for  hxed  receptacles  during 

1950  15 

No.  of  new  houses 90 


3,401 


Less  number  of  houses  demolished  using  bins  — 

Number  of  moveable  ashbins  at  31st  December,  1950  3,401 


At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  a compulsory  scheme  of  pail 
closet  conversions  was  commenced,  when  notices  were  served  on 
the  owners  of  approximately  200  houses. 

Two  years  ago  1 wrote  rather  strongly  regarding  the 
insanitary  conditions  prevailing  in  connection  with  pail  and 
trough  closets  at  many  of  the  schools.  During  1950  a copy  of  a 
report  on  a survey  carried  out  by  me  was  forwarded  by  Mr. 
Frank  Dean,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  to  the  managers  of  each 
school,  but  1 am  sorry  to  say  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  no  good 
results  had  been  achieved.  How  long  these  conditions  are  to  be 
allowed  to  continue  I do  not  know,  but  they  are  a disgrace  to  the 
town  and  I now  suggest  that  notices  be  served  on  the  owners  of 
the  schools  to  convert  the  pail  and  trough  closets  to  water  closets 
and  that  provision  be  made  in  the  rate  estimates  for  the  year 
1952-53  for  this  purpose. 

Salvage. 

The  collection  of  waste  paper,  bones  and  kitchen  waste  has 
been  continued,  but  1 would  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  direction 
imposed  upon  this  Authority  to  collect  kitchen  waste  was  to  be 
lifted.  The  cost  of  collection,  the  nuisances  created  by  the  type 
of  food  deposited  in  the  bins,  and  the  supervision  required  to 
prevent  pilfering  combine  to  outweigh  the  value  of  the  amount 
of  food  collected. 


The  amount  of  salvage  collected  and  disposed  of  it: — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Waste  Paper  

125 

11 

1 

— 

Household  Bones  .... 

4 

12 

3 

14 

Kitchen  Waste  

73 

14 

— 

— 

Pcags  and  Sacking  . . . 

— 

4 

— 

— 

The  value  of  this  material 

is  £935 

Is.  4d. 
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In  addition,  511  tons  of  pig-  food  has  been  bought  from  the 
Wigan  Corporation  Cleansing  Department  and  sold  to  pig-keepers 
in  this  district,  the  profit  from  the  sales  being  £20  Os.  lOd. 

Factories  Act. 

Number  of  factories  on  register:  123. 

Inspec-  Written  Prosecu- 
tions Notices  tions 

Number  with  mechanical  power 64  8 Nil 

Number  without  mechanical  power  ...  72  4 Nil 


136  12  Nil 


Defects  Found. 

Found  Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness 6 6 

Other  nuisances  12  12 


18  18 


Registered  Premises. 

Bakers  and  confectioners  26 

Plumbers  and  painters  6 

Joiners  and  builders  12 

Shoeing  smiths  1 

Wheelwrights  * 1 

Saddlers  1 

Motor  and  cycle  repairers  16 

Lock  and  hinge  manufacturers  4 

Laundries  1 

Printers  1 

Cabinet  makers  and  upholsterers  3 

Mineral  water  manufacturers  and  bottlers  2 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  3 

Sausage  makers  11 

Wholesale  chemist  1 

Electricity  generators  1 

Cotton  weavers 1 

Boot,  shoe  and  clog  repairers  11 

Gasholders  1 
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Electricians  

Sawmills  

Contractors  

Air  compressors 

Monumental  masons  and  precast  stone  manufacturers 

Agricultural  machinery  repairs  

Firelighter  makers  

Demolition  contractors  

Cattle  food  preparation  


3 

5 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

123 


Other  Matters. 

Matters  notified  to  11. M.  Inspector  of  Factories  Nil 

Notified  by  11. M.  Inspector  of  Factories  1 


Smoke  Abatement. 

During  the  year  20  observations  w'ere  taken  of  factory 
chimneys,  and  in  all  cases  the  issue  of  black  smoke  was  within 
the  time  limit  allowed  for  emission  of  black  smoke,  which  is  eight 
minutes  per  hour. 

45  visits  have  been  made  to  colliery  spoilbanks  and  letters 
have  been  sent  to  managers  in  order  to  reduce  the  nuisance  from 
burning  colliery  waste. 

The  new  spoilbank  on  Garswood  Park  gave  rise  to  much 
uneasiness  in  September,  when  the  temperature  of  one  portion 
rose  to  120  F.,  but  due  to  prompt  action  and  the  sealing  off  of 
the  area  with  stone  dust  and  water  to  fill  in  all  air  pockets  the 
threatened  danger  was  averted. 

The  valuable  advice  of  Mr.  II.  G.  Howson,  II. M..  Alkali 
Inspector,  was  again  sought,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
record  my  thanks  to  him  for  the  help  he  has  always  readily  given 
to  me  and  to  this  Authority. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act. 

Notified  cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  visited  and  investi- 
gations are  made.  Rooms  and  bedding  are  disinfected.  Steam 
disinfection  is  available  when  required  at  Ilindley. 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  re  infectious  disease  50 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  43 
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Disinfestation. 


Verminous  premises  have  been  inspected  and  treated  for  the 
eradication  of  vermin. 

Council 

Houses  Others 

Number  of  houses  foihid  to  be  infested...  1 11 

D.D.T.  powder  has  been  supplied  to  the  public  in  numerous 
cases. 


Rodent  Control. 


On  1st  April,  1950,  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949,  came  in  force,  and  with  it  a great  deal  more  work  for  the 
Public  Health  Department.  It  was  found  necessary  to  employ  the 
part-time  rodent  operator  on  a full-time  basis  in  order  to  cope 
with  the  extra  work,  especially  in  connection  with  the  search  for 
rats  on  agricultural  land. 

The  Act  has  made  it  necessary  to  keep  comprehensive 
records  of  each  infestation  treated,  daily,  weekly,  quarterly  and 
annual  returns,  analysis  of  bait,  time  and  poisqns,  and  cost 
returns. 


50  per  cent,  of  all  costs,  except  those  incurred  at  business 
premises  which  are  recoverable  from  the  occupiers,  are  repaid 
by  the  Ministry  if  all  the  conditions  of  the  Act  are  complied  with. 


The  following  figures  summarise  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year: — 


Infestations 

found 


L.A.  Property  17 

Dwelling  Houses  80 

Business  Premises  15 

Agricultural  Property  20 


Total  132 


Number  of  individual  treatments:  105. 

Block  Control : 22  properties  and  5 sewer  manholes. 

One  10  per  cent,  sewer  test  and  two  maintenance  treatments 
were  undertaken. 


Public  Conveniences. 

The  new  public  conveniences  in  Wigan  Road  were  opened  in 
July  and  have,  I think,  been  much  appreciated  by  the  public  and 
by  passing  motorists,  but  the  fittings,  etc.,  have  been  subjected 
to  excessive  wilful  damage. 
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The  conveniences  have  been  kept  in  a hygienic  condition  by 
the  attendants  during  the  year. 

Shops  Acts. 

220  visits  and  observations  were  made  in  connection  with 
hours  of  employment  of  young  persons,  records  and  notices, 
lighting,  washing  and  meal  facilities,  seats  for  female  shop 
assistants,  closet  accommodation,  and  hours  of  closing. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1938. 


The  County  Council  is  the  authority  for  the  administration 
of  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  and  the  following  information 
lias  been  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
Department  regarding  samples  taken  in  this  district  during  the 
year  1950  and  submitted  for  analysis. 


Of  a total  of  95  samples 
42  others  comprised : — 

1 Beef  Sausage 

2 Butter 

1 Cooking  Fat 
9 Margarine 

2 Cornflour 
4 Bacon 
1 Ice  Cream 

3 Bread 
1 Brown  Bread 
1 Dessert  Pudding 


obtained,  53  were  of  milk  and  the 

3 Oatmeal 

1  Dried  Peas 

1 Olive  Oil 

2 Milk,  Condensed  (machine 
skimmed,  sweetened) 

2 Milk,  Condensed  (full  cream 
unsweetened) 

4 Fruit,  Canned 

3 Blancmange  Powder 
1 Rolled  Oats 


All  the  above  samples  were  certified  by  the  County  Analyst 
(o  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following: — 


Sample 

1 formal  milk 
1 formal  milk 
1 formal  milk 
1 formal  milk 


Result  of  Analysis 

Deficient  11. &%  fat 

Deficient  5.0%  fat  

Deficient  3.3%  fat  

Deficient  3.5%  solids- 
not-fat.  The  freezing 
point  indicated  the  - 
presence  of  1.5%  of 
extraneous  water 


Action  taken 

Same  Vendor. 

Vendor  notified. 
Vendor  notified. 

Vendor  cautioned  and 
further  sample  ob- 
tained. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Sanitary  and  Health  Committee  and  to  the 
officials  and  staff  of  all  departments  for  the  help  and  co-operation 
during  the  year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  BURROWS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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